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his life, as the wonderful preservation of the city of Nepomuc from the
plague in 1680; the cure of various distempers in persons despaired of
by the physicians; the deliverance of many from imminent dangers, and
the protection of the innocence of many falsely accused. The Count of
Althan, afterwards Archbishop of Bari, in the fall of a balcony in the
palace of Constable Colonna at Rome, was saved by St John appearing
in a vision, whose intercession he invoked aloud. Cardinal Michael
Frederick Althan, Viceroy of Naples, was cured of a paralytic disorder
by which he had entirely lost the use of one arm, and of a complication of
several other distempers, the moment he began to address his prayer to
St John on his festival in the Minims Church. Pope Benedict XIII
dedicated an altar under the invocation of St John Nepomucen in the
Later an basilic.

In the sacrament of penance so indispensable is the law of secrecy,
and so far does it extend, that the minister is bound by all laws so much
to be upon his guard in this respect that he may say with an ancient
writer, u What I know by confession, I know less than what I do not
know at all.*' St John Climacus remarks that a special providence watches
over the fidelity of this sacred seal: " For," says he, " it is unheard of
that sins disclosed by confession should be divulged, lest others should be
deterred from confessing, and all hope of health be cut off." * Without
this indispensable secrecy the very precept and obligation ceases.3 And
this law is expedient also to the public weal; for by it the minister will
often draw sinners from dangerous designs which otherwise could never
come to his knowledge, as F, Coton showed to the entire satisfaction of
Henry IV of France.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 16 :

ST AEDAS, martyr, Bishop of Cascar in Chaldea: ST ABDJESUS, or HABEDJESUS, martyr,
also Bishop of Cascar, who, with sixteen priests, nine deacons, six monks, and seven virgins,
suffered unto death on this date: ST BRENDAN THE ELDER, Abbot in Ireland, a disciple of St
Finian at Clonard: ST HONORATUS, in French HONORED Bishop of Amiens about 660: ST JOHN
NEPOMUCEN : ST SIMON STOCK, a. native of Kent: and ST UBALDUS, Bishop of Cubic or Gubbio,
of whom it is told that the Holy Scriptures were his chief delight.

MAY 17
ST PASCHAL BAYLON, CONFESSOR

(A.D.  1592)

[From his two lives, one written by John Ximenes, his companion; the other, in order to his
canonization.   See other monuments in Papebroke, t. iv. Maij, pp. 48,132,]

THE state of poverty was honoured by the choice of our blessed Redeemer
and hath been favoured with his special blessing. It removes men from
many dangers and temptations, and furnishes them with perpetual occasions

1  St John Clim. Ep. ad Paston. c, 13.

2  See Suarez in 3 p. disp. 23, Sect. 2, and others.